food distributing centre and had smashed the place up
badly, but one of the workmen told me that though it had
certainly rather interrupted work for a time they hadn't
taken long to get things patched up, and the business was
soon in full swing again. And sure enough^ the lorries
were in the yard unloading their supplies from the country.
In retrospect, london
it had taken me a few days to get settled down in Helsinki.
There were a lot of things to do. I had to get all the neces-
sary Press facilities fixed up with the Post Office, and go
and see the Broadcasting people to find out what arrange-
ments had been made there. I had to meet all the officials
connected with the Press* and to find out exactly what
the censor would pass and what was ruled out. In fact
there was quite enough to keep me busy for a couple of days.
Then I settled down and wrote up my first broadcast,
which was much too long and had to be given out even-
tually in two parts. Having said all I wanted to say about
Helsinki for the time being, I thought I had better go to
one of the fronts and see something of the war.
I was under the entirely erroneous impression that all I
had to do was to go through the formality of asking per-
mission, I very soon found out my mistake. My applica-
tion remained unheeded for two days* and then I was told
that while a visit to any front was quite out of the question
for the present, I could go and see some refugees or else visit
a Russian prisoners-of-war camp. Neither of these sugges-
tions was exactly what I wanted, but I thought that the
Russian prisoners would be better than staying in Helsinki.
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